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hitherto been a sign of our bondage. It is not enough that you
throw away a few rags from your houses and from your boxes but
it is necessary for the women of Trichinopoly to part with their
finest saris which they have hugged to themselves hitherto which
are made from foreign yarn. That will give me the measure of
your affection for your religion, for your country and for the All
Brothers and let the men of Trichinopoly, whether they are Hin-
dus or Mussulmans, permit themselves to be measured by the
same standard and let them not be found wanting tomorrow
morning. You may not have the splendid organizing talent and
the inexhaustible energy of Maulana Shaukat Ali. You may
not have the eloquence of a Mahomed Ali, but every Hindu and
every Mussulman can easily imitate their faculty for renouncing
every happiness on earth for the sake of their religion and their
country. You can discard even as they have done every foreign
garment about you. You can wear as heavy khaddar as these two
big Brothers have been wearing for the last six months. That will
be the true measure of your affection for them. That will be a tangi-
ble demonstration of your recognition of true non-violence and
recognition of Hindu-Muslim unity for we are united imme-
diately we show that we have a common purpose.
The students in Kumbakonam and the students in   Madras
also asked me what was their duty at a critical period of our his-
tory.   Their clearest duty was placed before them in September
and December and that was to leave every school which was ei-
ther managed by the Government or aided by it and I congratulate
those   students   of Trichinopoly  who   had   the   courage of their
conviction and who could see the necessity for abandoning Gov-
ernment schools,    I congratulate them on having done splendid
work during these months and I render my sympathy to those stu-
dents who for some reason or other could not see their way to
leave their old schools, but they can still serve their country if they
will.  They can religiously set apart a definite hour or two, as the
case may be, for spinning on behalf of India.   They can adopt
khaddar like everybody else.    On the altar of swadeshi we can
invite co-operators and non-co-operators,  those who are serving
the Government and those who are not serving the Government,
we invite all who care to call themselves Indians.   Just as it is
our primary duty to eat the food that is  grown  in  India and
cooked in India, so is it our primary duty to clothe ourselves with
cloth that has been spun and woven in India; and, just as we realize
instinctively that the true law of economics requires that we should
cook our own food in our own homes, so the law of economics